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STORY BY NATASHA CICA _ PHOTOGEAPHS BY JASOMN EKIMBERLEY

IN THE 45TH YEAR OF THE HIGH-MINDED ANTARCTIC TREATY, THE
TWIN THREATS OF TOURISM AND MINING ARE CIRCLING
THE ICY WILDERNESS OF THE SOUTH POLE
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M oA COUD JUNE AFTERMOON i Hobart, the dim Bzha
is almost spooky, Is che midwinter solsice, an evocatively pagan tme this far sourth. Down as Consivmtion Dock the sky is
I amid shecting, An icy southern wind ows doggedly off the harbsour, and nips an my ankles dashing up the wormn sandsaons
steps of Henry Hunters omate 1863 muscum building. P'm ushered through o the wood-pandled sanctum of the Royal Socey
of Tasmania Room - named for another colomial artefact, a scientific sogicty cstalblished in che 18405 by polar explorer and
Licutenant-Governor Sie John Frankling Assembled inside 1 a quicky assornment of academics, Canbara burcasaras, bearded
scientists, and curious members of the public.

Why are we here? s a party, albeir of a somewhat sober son - at leag until wee adjourn loe bubbli and boe. Tomorronw's
the 45th anmiversary of the Antarctic Treaty comang o force. As an carly clasmant of 4.2 per cont of the termtory of Angarctica,
Anseralia has long played 4 significant robe in the aifairs of this reaty, a charmed mllaseral child boon amid Cold Wag condlicr,
It wies opened for ssgnaiure by Auserahia, Amgentina, Chale, France, New Ffealand, Norway, the UK, Belgum, Japan, Souaih
Africa, the Sovict Union and ahe US in 1959, following secoessil intormational sciontific collaboration during the Tnemational
Geophysical Year m 1957-8. The ereaty Froee tormsonal daims over Antarctica, dedicated ws wie for peacchul and sccnnhs
purposes, and prohibiced nudcar explosions and che disposal of nudcar waste, The orean’s 1991 Madnd Prococel additonalls
banned mineral exploracion in the continent in perpetaity, althowgh that is subject 1o formal revacw in 2048,

Lo Far, this framework has 'i'I.H:\'.ﬂiFI.Il‘!.' maintamed the comtiment on Avustralia’s southern borders as ;'npr-nh:q;lr.'d, demalicansed
reserve, The Amtascnic Treary system hasn't been grubbied domestically by wedge or partisan polines. A dean-enough cenare
alun weems to he holding intematonally, where the reaty now has 45 sgnasones, with more ikely on the way, posably induding
Mlalaysia as the first Muslim stage 1o cstablish an Antarctic presence, The mreaty dies paper over geopolitical oracks, and the pace
of tnce-a-ver, consensms-lersed deasions can |se halke shor of glaal. But is that neccsanly a problem? As one player m ireaty
affairs observes =0 ike che UN = except it works,™

Scrutinising the need for change is the objective here. Antarctica i the workds final frontier. It holds a special place in out
coflecrive imagmation. We sec it amulancowsly a5 untouched wilderness and untapped resource. And that combinanon
potentially spells wrouble. Already, managed exploitation of Antarctica adds up o biggish business for tny Hobarn, Char
southernmost capital supports an Antarctic sector employing 800 specialists kocally, with particular strengths in Antarctic and
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It a lictle known = amgd remarkable = fact that Hobart
has launched expedicions v Ancarcrica and the southem
ooeans for around 200 years, and is wday the established
ase ftor the Australan and French namonal Ancarcoc
research ships Aswora Ascsiralis and L'Astrodale. The iy
houses 15 Antarctic-focused  organisations, including the
Australian Antarctic Divisson and treary bodics Commission
for the Conservation of Antarctic Manne [nlnF_ Rewnances
(OCAMIR] A Cimuncil of M: WEIGETS of Manonal Ancarcoic
Programs (L JAPL An oar hink wall T this summaner
between Hobam and 4 snow pavement near Casey stagion,

Fach Jane, Hadares Antaroie mommundy urms on an

|||!:]:. p_q_ml_l.r Ancarcric Midwincer Fesrival, This vear’s
festival served up huskies and history, hlms and readi H
ie sculpror called Kenji Ogawa and Artie the miking penguin.
It abso showcased Ishand’s 1o Antarcoc exhibicion at
the stage Mugseom and Art l;-'.1||ur:|' uq':[h'nn:'d in March, it had
chocked an asronighing S0, vasitons h:r the end of -J'-["”'.

July brought weird and wonderful waves of intermational
delegites into town for some sefisus Antanctic brainstorming,
culmmanng i the anmual Scentihe Committee on Anearctic

Rescanch [SCAR MMNAP conberenc

mesmphere couphing’ amd “charactenistics of e shelves
ses and icehergs”, Delegares could check cut sleek German
nbales an the tracle show, enquire abour the foel spor
price from B Avstralia Led, buy a Tasmaman sculpiure or ..
retire foe mone babbles and bee, ar schmick local carenies.

Al this flows r|F|1.|; back o that bomom hine of course.
aclinure by Antarcric- :-:I.n-d ::p,.mu-.urlnlh
and groups in Tasmania is citiied it I

e dowbe thar growing this rl.:h
amd desirable, amd @ busaness unie withan the l:'-.T"II'II1ILII.1
pnsent is dedicared o developing the sram’s

.I;iifill i ILH.I L

SOCTT

Antarctic Tasmamda's peneral manager, Ben Galbraigh,
wh 3 poodnews sory of comstrucive collaboranon on
mtters Antarctss between foderal, stave and bocal polacians,
of coalion, Labor and oven Green permusions; berween

wial povernmwents and scientdhe teams; berween [lhh'll"'
mstiptons, prvate mdustry and the univeraty seoor; and
,hr:'p. s .,-pi:rh;- from o the ams, (albragh
Antarcis: engagement in broad serms

ACITACT
it
ansabaliey fo

ASCICHIAOMY

aind i:l.'q':- L1LE 2 ]ugh-l.]u;lﬁl!'.' reseanchirs, such as
biobogests and climasalo we alw have g res
i he mext peneration. We'ne aking a long-rerm view
ng that pool of talent and buskding a networked

Antarctic community,” be savs, “Our rok i also no Eacilicace
andersmanding of the mportance of Amtarcica, mot just
economically, bur abo socially and culurally, and o bocals
tors. My foeling ic that developmene is srarming
i he dmwven by @ recogminion that culure and sconomacs are

e L '|l|'1.'.| H LY 'I.'i'-

|:1|.|.1=J:||]_l.' benefeial, not siboed ities.™

Whale faichful o the spimt of the Antarctic Treary, such
sengiments sound oo geod 1o Arein o arive
venmares in the service of commom human good abous as
viable in hell? In our ccomomic ranonalist,
profic-dmven omes, Bt Anfarcticn just another resource
WL 1 b £ i

It's mot ealy Galbeatth whoowould answer “no™. Addre
Hiak fowram, -:.1r:1|r_|'r|' off the p|.1-||,'
from representing Awstralia ap this years Amtasctic Treary
i agive Mecong in '|".J'|1|'|||r§'_h, Chns Morains of the
Forcign Affairs amd Trade describes such
;!;,1r_|'-.-:i||i_.:\ as i "hreath of fresh ar in the uernabonal
411|:-]-|'-:|r_|.1'u' workd™, That's more than diplo spu:-nl' for *Berter
than Beirar’, It vvhant Sir Guy Green, Tasmana'’s
WM, ARG oW 10 E'u'nrh'lrnr!.'
umbrella™

be true.

a5 soowflakes

% midwirmer treary

ACCINCIE  (H

widely respected §
ambassador o Antarctica, call the “civalisang

of the Treaty sysaem,

generally appalled by the bow grade of environmental
debate thee days,” Gromn observes. s polarsad; it makes
sclective use of endences s ideological; its  emotional
- all the ehimgs that dissore rational debare, Yer the Ancarcric
COMMENITY STARCS 1IN wonderful contrase.™

It's hard to find anyone who'll prick the balloen of Angarctic
excepiionalism. Much was accordingly made earlier this
VAT il l;b;n:‘:-n md Manional 3'.1:'::. Senador I:i.am.ahg.' Jowce's
views o Antarctica. Profiled on ABC-TVS Awsrralian JI0ry
riding the Aserora Awsfralis on 2 parliamentany resauarch visir,
Jovee st a feral cu among the petrels by promouncing that
A ipepralia should mine Antarctica before someone else did, as a
begitimane asscrteen af SovenegEnTy.

There were howls of ourage, Jovee was promptly jumped
on by WA Liberal Senator Ross Lightfocs, chairman of
the External Terntones Commaee. “There's no chamce of
exploicanon of the resparces there, biological- or mineral
* he n:ud “I'm1 agamse iE; thee coamaine: ;J;',_'lir'u[ it; the

s the Labor Party s against ity and the
Uit Iamons is agamst i as well ... You megh s well scamn
thimking of ¢ irg mimerals om the moon,”

Wi,

IF MIMNING'S OFF the visble apendn, how about tounsm?
The industry 5 largely self-regulaced by che Intermarionsl
Associanion of Antarctica Towr Operators (TAATO), which
wirs etablished in 1991 1o advocare, promore and pracrise
envaronmentally responsible private-sector Antarctic gravel,
The overwhelming majority of Antarcic our operators are
[AATO members, and the bodys rgorows poidelines have
been prosgr
regulaticn, which in furn influences national Liws.,
Al've spen both sciemnists and tour OPETATrs i
in Antarcticn — the later are o
NS,
policy expert at
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wrong, the heivens will apen and they'll be 0 regulared they
won't be able to mowve,” she says. “Its in their best inrenests
to it only protect cheir product bur their mghts over their
|'|rn;||,w|'.|-: well ™
[AATO repoms kst numbers, bur no one caps the
lliKi]L JIIL‘I I.'IHI'III'H.'I'\.:I.JI visas B At ILI'«'I.' [ =] JII1II.|"||:
eXpt mrl-mll'- over the past decade, Last summer more than
J |'||1rr|:lau.-|l toiurists visited Antarctica, ansund
2R 000 of u.'l'uvn'i st foor on the continens after landing in
small proups. Tounsm B concentrated aroumnd the Anearctic
Persinsula, usmg South Amenica as a gateway. Galbraich
estimares thar Tasmania caprares only a palry pomion of
the Antarciee founist market — beis than | per cent. That's
because ship=based roeunsm psan miralian nly

effectively rargers Anearcrica’s eastern secbir, comprsing

rl|'|||.:.1!|:r remoite, and even colder, terrain that’s less
ap P'I:'-lllﬂ.:ﬂ Tk MRS VIS

S0 only a handiul of aperators have regulary used Hobart
as a wowking port, Chrstchurch-based Heritage Expedicions
heaas taken small naperal kistory wurs on a Russaan shap o
Mew Fealand s sub-Anmarcic slands and the Ross Sea area of
Amarcrica. Amd Amenican operator Quark Expeditions has run
maonth-long Grear Antarctic Explorer rours taking n Hobarr,

using the Russian iccbreaker Kapitar Khlelwicor, carrying

.lh:rul 1) passengers. Last season also saw two established

.'-|'-J.u,w-| muchis OPCrAing our of Hoberr - remowned

company Aurora I'\'rﬁ.ilrlnu'b: and Odnon E pedinon Cnaises,

{ C-5E .1F|II'-.IJI"| TS D 1:H-.'||.1.'n'|-.' ksland l|l.'rl'I|r.H'lI":|-'
pam of Tasmmandal, L.l:u:nrnnm.l..'.:ll:l'. and the Bres |

50, is the sky the developmental limir on this opening
fromt, involving hitter collison between our fantasies of
Antarctica as envirommental peace [-._lrl: on the ome hand.
and lucranve cash vow on the other? Galbraith predicis only
show and incremental tounsm growth on Ausiralias side of
the continent, poinmng o rvranmics of distance and risang fuel

civits = @ twireshare berth on the Kapatan K b already
00 ($325000, and Orion charges from

These economic handbrabes apphy acnos

As Mogainis wryly observes, a

ke a weekend in Bali®, Which

deserving than yohs kobbing inte Lombak,

Touerist onerators cemainly .;.ai'uir_,alu_.c on the nonon of an
: EXpen

Yet there’s more t than that, Ancarctic visirs
¢l passiom bor che place and s preservation, “When
peophe leave Antarctica, 9% per cent are absolutely commaned
1o emsunng it remains a wildermess pl % 30

exclusive wilderne
PrETLETL,

WMTIcE, & 1
. x bour guade for Aurora Expedinons

Thars one of the E'llp. et berween the Antarctic
Treaty system and the tounst mdwstry = building like-minded
valoes rowands the concinent and iss porental.™

Mot chat Antarcie wunsss are environmengally dliserace
before arrival; a dhind are already members of green groups,
sccarding to Jabour. They generally know a human fotpring's
not a referenee 1o thongs, and are looking for semething mone
than a p

Then again, the ri-,'l:. LS-daollar trade in courtst tac on che
Anarcric Peninsula has vo be seen no be belicved, acoording po
one rq.:1LJr visitor That eritical sentement |.nu.{'|. Cape ured }"'
Mz Aealand poet Hill Manhires in his Vigiting Mr

|:'q.'|'4.|] Sy S F|'rr visitors' hook at Shackleson Hull'
§ Like pomgp s T
I am .'l'rfl':l' ifes:

e Amirse

rare! ¢ Like godug back iw

! Praaleged. Urire
rebdiry, Diad, Ard Th
currenely mo facilicy for

There's criight toaunst stays on

Artarciica, .1II|'||1||r]1 r|1|.' re=anch hases af Chile and Unggug
[EERE L ['-'l'll'i i WISINOS,
tgue perhaps? “Personally
v Aarmin, = used to be appalled
would be a regularor; it would be incredibly
expensive, [ don't kmiow what youa'dd ey over the winter = close
it? Some of the decpgresn pe ould be vehemenly
opposed. But e seen the extent of infrastrnachare at maticnal
bases = 1 don'r think people realise thar Antarcrica is a serled
contnent. That'’s a done deal.™
Up-and coming Tasmamian archirect P
ravelled south Last season with a hypothetical boef, pam of
2 research progect, 00 design a nesearch Baby on Macaans
Likand, s less combortable with the prospect. *Human impuast &
the higgea problom Antrchea s fang. To proect e, the et
thing get out of there = but thats not going o happen.”
Bait would Tavlor desspn, sy, Antarctica’s first aallingper *-
meets- Flusk
challenped
ke lne =
firsr and do it bess badly chan evervone else. People say thon
tounsts will leave with a pasaion o protect the place, b

oy Taylor, whi

w know, o its going o happen, kets be the

ismy srill remains oo v." Ar chas juncrure,
why toursts can'’e just slecp om 1]1|.'|r .hlrl-. Afrer all,
and luxe - indeed. Califomian |"H.d
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townsts and hoas

nigheclub, casir
one predsction s safe

m this vasr southerm whstemess

s spa and swemming pools, golf ¢

», wedding chapel an

= tuture forays and Eolhes
will keep dhrowing back
umsettlmg questions. Should law or lohb drive Antarciie
management? How ¢ e che competing demands
of commerce and culowne, e and socety? Humanicy
s fully capable of degradimg everpthing precions abour
Ancarctics, Equally, the coming cranch nimes for this continent
could prove owr fnest hour, [ |




